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Foreword

Operation Neptune was the naval Channel crossing phase of  
Operation Overlord, the code-name given to the Allied invasion of  France. 
An armada of  4,000 vessels transported the Allied invasion forces to 
Normandy Beach on D-day, June 6, 1944, and the SS Empire Anvil was part 
of  that armada.

Admiral Bertram Ramsay, the Allied naval commander in chief, 
signed the orders for Operation Neptune, calling it “probably the largest and 
most complicated operation ever undertaken”. Ramsay also wrote that “the object of  
Operation Neptune is to carry out an operation from the United Kingdom to secure a 
lodgement on the continent from which further offensive operations can be developed”. 

Admiral Ramsey’s plan assumed the huge aerial power of  the Allies 
would nullify any German attack from the air. His armada therefore would 
be headed by 287 mine sweepers to clear the way for the 138 warships to 
follow. These would bombard the German beach defences. The convoy of  
4,000 troop carriers would then sail from southern English ports protected 
by frigates and corvettes. 
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Chapter 1 
Annex E Gunfire Support Plan
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Annex E Gunfire Support Plan: Fire Support Groups 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.
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Annex E Gunfire Support Plan: Fire Support Group 6.

Top Secret - Operation Plan Neptune Part 3



 

 
6

Annex E Gunfire Support Plan: Fire Support Group 6.
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Annex E Gunfire Support Plan: Fire Support Group 6.
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Annex E Gunfire Support Plan: Fire Support Group 6.
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Annex E Gunfire Support Plan: Fire Support Group 6.
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